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Access to Information - Your Rights 
 

 

The Local Government 
(Access to Information) Act 
1985 widened the rights of 
press and public to attend 
Local Authority meetings 
and to see certain 
documents. Recently the 
Freedom of Information Act 
2000, has further broadened 
these rights, and limited 
exemptions under the 1985 
Act. 

Your main rights are set out 
below:- 

• Automatic right to attend 
all formal Council and 
Committee meetings 
unless the business 
would disclose 
confidential or “exempt” 
information. 

• Automatic right to inspect 
agendas and public 
reports at least five days 
before the date of the 
meeting. 

• Automatic right to inspect 
minutes of the Council 
and its Committees  

(or summaries of 
business undertaken in 
private) for up to six years 
following a meeting. 

• Automatic right to inspect 
lists of background 
papers used in the 
preparation of public 
reports. 

• Access, on request, to the 
background papers on 
which reports are based 
for a period of up to four 
years from the date of the 
meeting. 

• Access to a public 
register stating the names 
and addresses and 
electoral areas of all 
Councillors with details of 
the membership of all 
Committees etc. 

A reasonable number of 
copies of agendas and 
reports relating to items to 
be considered in public must 
be made available to the 
public attending meetings of 
the Council and its, 
Committees etc. 

• Access to a list specifying 
those powers which the 
Council has delegated to its 
Officers indicating also the 
titles of the Officers 
concerned. 

• Access to a summary of the 
rights of the public to attend 
meetings of the Council and 
its Committees etc. and to 
inspect and copy 
documents. 

• In addition, the public now 
has a right to be present 
when the Council 
determines “Key Decisions” 
unless the business would 
disclose confidential or 
“exempt” information. 

• Unless otherwise stated, 
most items of business 
before the Executive 
Committee are Key 
Decisions.  

• Copies of Agenda Lists are 
published in advance of the 
meetings on the Council’s 
Website: 

www.redditchbc.gov.uk 
 

If you have any queries on this Agenda or any of the decisions taken or wish to 
exercise any of the above rights of access to information, please contact the 

following: 
 

Janice Smyth 
Democratic Services Officer 

Town Hall, Walter Stranz Square, Redditch, B98 8AH 
Tel: (01527) 64252 Ext. 3266         Fax: (01527) 65216 
e.mail: janice.smyth@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk 
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Redditch Borough Council 
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Committee Updates 

9th April 2014 
 
 

 
2013/289/FUL – Land off Dixon Close  
 
 
The County Highways Engineer has examined the access point to the Enfield Industrial 
Estate via Windsor Road and considers that the junction has limited visibility. In addition, 
the access point occasionally floods. Further, coupled with the presence of parked 
HGV's, the highways engineer considers this route would be undesirable for significant 
numbers of additional vehicles. 
 
This confirms the earlier views of your officers which are that, following the completion of 
the development, should permission be granted, vehicular access serving this 
development should be via Dixon Close only. As stated in the earlier update, access via 
the Industrial Estate would be suitable as a temporary access whilst construction works 
take place. A condition to this effect has been recommended. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2013/302/FUL – Haversham House, 327 Bromsgrove Road 
 

 
Amendment to condition No. 6 to be as follows:- 
 
6)  No development shall take place until full details of both hard and soft landscape 

works (to include the landscaping proposed for the roof of the extension) have 
been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority.  
These details shall include proposed boundary treatment and other means of 
enclosure, hard surfacing materials, new planting, trees and shrubs to be 
retained, together with measures to be taken for their protection while building 
works are in progress.  

 
 Reason:- In the interests of the visual amenity of the area and in accordance with 

Policy CS.8 of the Borough of Redditch Local Plan No.3. 
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2013/336/FUL – 120 Plymouth Road  
 

1 letter of objection as a result of the re-consultation on the amended plans submitted. 
Summarised as follows:- 
 
o Happy that the balcony has been changed.  However the fact that the double 

doors in bedroom 3 still open up means you are able to see into my 9 year old 
daughter's bedroom window.  This should not be allowed to happen. 

 
o The only other changes that can be seen are the slight change in the position of 

the front wall.  It is very slight.  In fact it is difficult to see.  Then there is a height 
change from 3 stories to 2.5.  Why does this still need to be so high?  Our main 
issue is the loss of light.   

 
o Plans show lots of large hedges and trees on our side which will block out Mr 

Male's development.  These trees and the hedges are going to be cropped in an 
attempt to get more light into our garden.   

 
Additional comments 
It is considered that the provision of a Juliet balcony is unlikely to cause anymore 
overlooking than an ordinary window given you are unable to step out from the doorway 
like you would be able to with a standard balcony. Given the concerns of the neighbour, 
it may be prudent to impose a condition to restrict that the balconies to be provided on 
the rear elevation be Juliet balconies only and retained as such thereafter. 
 
Amendment to condition No. 4 to be as follows:- 
 
4) The proposed drive and parking area shall be finished in a permeable surface 

and retained as such thereafter. If a non permeable finish is proposed, no 
development shall take place until details of the surfacing and drainage 
arrangements to address surface water run off shall be submitted to and 
approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. 

 
Reason: To ensure adequate surfacing for the parking area and driveway that enables 
permeable drainage to prevent potential flood risk and in accordance with Policy 
B(BE).19 of the Borough of Redditch Local Plan No.3. 
 
Additional condition No.6 
 
6) The balconies to be installed on the rear elevation as shown on the amended 

plans submitted 20 March 2014, shall be Juliet balconies only and shall be 
retained as such thereafter. 

 
Reason:- To accurately define the permission for the avoidance of doubt and to 
safeguard the amenities of the neighbouring occupiers in accordance with B(BE).13 of 
the Borough of Redditch Local Plan No.3. 
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2013/341/OUT – Unit 81 Arthur Street 
 

 
No Updates.  
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